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But in off years, normally a lot of our folks
don’t vote—working women who have to
deal with the hassles of child care and a job
every day, so we vote on a work day still in
America, so that’s one more thing to worry
about; minorities and low income people who
live in cities that may not have adequate
transportation, and it’s enough trouble to get
a bus to go to work, and then you’ve got to
figure out how you’re going to get to the poll-
ing place. There are objective reasons why
these things happen. But if the people you
know believe it matters, if they understand—
I can tell you, every single vote in Congress
matters—every single seat in the House,
every single seat in the Senate. If the people
know that, then Senator Boxer and Gray
Davis and Janice Hahn will be elected on
November 3rd with strong margins.

So I just ask you to think about, when you
leave here and you ask yourself, ‘‘Why did
I go there?’’—[laughter]—was it worth the
money, hassling the traffic, whatever else you
went through to get here, you just think
about this: We’re still around here after 220
years, as the greatest democracy in history,
because most of the time most of the people
make the right decision. So what’s at stake
in this election is your ability to persuade
most of the people to show up.

So thank you for coming here, and thank
you for giving your money, but you’re not
off the hook. [Laughter] Because every one
of you, you have people you work with, peo-
ple you socialize with, people you worship
with, people you know, that you if you ask
them, will be more likely to be there—to be
there.

And so, you were so kind when you stood
and clapped when the references were made
earlier to the work I did in this peace process.
I don’t need any applause. It was my obliga-
tion, and it was an honor, and it was a joy,
even the meanest and toughest parts of it.
But what you liked about it is what you
should feel about public life and political
work every day. What you liked about it was
you knew that we were not there struggling
so that Netanyahu could win a victory over
Arafat, or Arafat could win a victory over
Netanyahu, or they could win any victories
over any of the other players there. They
were there saying, we want to win a victory

for the people we represent, for our common
humanity. That’s what that was all about.

And everybody knows it, which is why we
feel elevated when something like this hap-
pens—that we—it gives us new energy and
new hope, and it reminds us of what counts.
And I’m telling you, it will be just as true
on election day as it is now.

And there will be votes that Janice Hahn
will count in Congress—cast in Congress—
you will never know about because you just
can’t keep up with all of them. But more
often than you can ever imagine, she will be
called upon to reaffirm not a victory over
some opponent, but a victory for the people
she represents.

And she deserves, and you need, the voice
of every person heard. That is true in Senator
Boxer’s race. It’s true in Gray Davis’ race.
California has got to set a standard for Amer-
ica, and the best way to do it is with a record
turnout on election day.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception host Roz Wyman; Nate Holden, Los An-
geles City Council member; King Hussein I of
Jordan; Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of
Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority; and California gubernatorial candidate
Lt. Gov. Gray Davis. Janice Hahn is a candidate
for California’s 36th Congressional District.

Statement on the Murder of
Dr. Barnett Slepian
October 24, 1998

I am outraged by the murder of
Dr. Barnett Slepian in his home last night
in Amherst, NY. The Department of Justice
is working with State and local authorities
to find the person or persons responsible and
bring them to justice. While we do not have
all the facts of this case, one thing is clear:
this Nation cannot tolerate violence directed
at those providing a constitutionally pro-
tected medical service.

No matter where we stand on the issue
of abortion, all Americans must stand to-
gether in condemning this tragic and brutal
act. We must protect the safety and freedom
of all our citizens.
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Hillary and I extend our thoughts and
prayers to the family of Dr. Slepian.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
Senator Barbara Boxer in Los
Angeles
October 24, 1998

Thank you very much. Well, thank you for
the wonderful welcome. Thanks for the
raincheck. [Laughter] I want to thank Jim
and Holly for having us here in this beautiful,
beautiful setting tonight. I’d like to also ac-
knowledge the presence in the audience of
Congresswoman Jane Harman and Congress-
man Brad Sherman. I thank them for being
here. Hello, Brad. There you are.

I just came from an event for Janice Hahn,
who is running to succeed Jane Harman in
the Congress. And I told the audience some-
thing I feel almost constrained to also say
to you. This last week I had was a rather
interesting one. [Laughter] I was home at 3
and 4 o’clock in the morning 4 or 5 times,
and then on the last marathon day I was up
for 39 hours. And I didn’t even do that in
college. [Laughter]

Now, when I go out, as we are tonight,
to give a speech, it’s always covered by the
press. We feed these microphones into the
press that is traveling with me, and there’s
a member of the press here tonight. And I
always get these cards from my staff, these
nice little cards that says Jim and Holly
Brooks and all the reasons I’m for Barbara
Boxer, as if I didn’t know, and all that.
[Laughter] And then what I did—it’s too
small a card, she said. [Laughter] And then
what I do is I take these little cards and I
write on them, these things, you see? And
no one can read my writing. And at my age,
even I can’t read it when it’s this small.
[Laughter]

So the last thing they said to me when I
got off the plane was, ‘‘You went 39 hours
without sleep; you’ve slept one night, last
night, and got a little nap on the plane. Don’t
forget that. Read this card.’’ [Laughter]
‘‘We’re afraid of what you will say if you—
read this card.’’ [Laughter]

So I was on the way over here tonight,
and I called Hillary, who wishes she could

be here for this family event, to be with Bar-
bara and Stu and Nicole and Doug and Tony
and our nephew, Zach. And she said, ‘‘Read
this card.’’ [Laughter] So I think I’ll read this
card. [Laughter]

Let me say first of all, I’m very honored
to be here because Barbara Boxer is not just
my friend; she is really my colleague, and
I believe in her. I believe in the depth of
her passion and the purity of her heart and
the determination of her service. You
clapped when she said I helped to bring Cali-
fornia back from the worst recession you’ve
had in the long time. Don’t forget that, apart
from whatever we did specifically for this
State, it all began with one vote in August
of 1993 for the economic plan that reduced
the deficit by 93 percent before the biparti-
san balanced budget bill passed.

That’s what brought the interest rates
down, got the investment going, got the
economy going again. And when that vote
was cast, there was not a single member of
the other party who voted for it. It passed
by one vote in the Senate and one vote in
the House, only. If she had changed her vote,
we’d be here talking about something else
tonight. I might not even be here as your
President tonight.

And she could have said, ‘‘Hey, I had a
tough race in ’92. I didn’t win by so much,
and it’s the first time I’d ever been on a state-
wide ticket.’’ And she could have taken a
dive. But she stood up, and on that night
she was not a little adult, she was 10 feet
tall in my mind. And so that vote, every
Member who cast it can claim to have had
an equal hand in the revitalization of our
economy.

Barbara talked about the budget we passed
and how we got the 100,000 teachers and
the money for after-school programs. That’s
a quarter of a million children—a quarter of
a million—who can stay after school, who
wouldn’t be able to do it otherwise.

She talked about a lot of other issues. I
will tell you that her work for the environ-
ment has really been impressive, and one of
the things we got in this budget, against all
the odds, was a clean water initiative to help
us deal with the fact that in spite of all of
our environmental progress, 40 percent of
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